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COVER PICTURE—Garnett 


“He leadeth me beside the still waters.” Psalm 23:2 
a 


NOTICE 


The Ministers’ Meeting for all ministers, Sunday School 
and Y.P.E. workers of the New England States will con- 
vene on the campground in Appleton, Maine, at 10:00 
a.m. on September 18, 1954. All ministers are urged to 
attend.—V. D. Combs, State Overseer. 


at 

As of September 1, there were an estimated twenty-five 
million TV sets in the United States, an increase of six 
and one-half million over 1952. Fifty-five per cent of all 
United States homes now have TV sets.—Pentecostal Holi- 


ness Advocate. 
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Keport of the ideal 
Ausombly 


EARL P. PAULK, JR., 
Pastor, Hemphill Avenue, Atlanta, Georgia 


NE LADY TRIED in vain to hide her tears of joy 
O while another danced for gladness up and down 

the aisle. Both were being blessed by the same 
Spirit of God in the General Assembly of the Church of 
God in Memphis, Tennessee. These were only two of the 
thousands who attended and who felt the mighty move of 
God’s Spirit. 

This was the 45th General Assembly of the Church of 
God. According to reports from those who know, this 
Assembly in 1954 offered the same spiritual feast that 
others have offered in past years. All of the marks of 
Pentecost were present. There were manifestations of the 
Spirit of God, and the gifts of the Spirit to God’s Church 
were in operation. 

The weather was hot, but not hot enough to discourage 
those who came to receive the full benefit of the gather- 
ing. As they heard words of everlasting life fall from the 
lips of God’s ministers, the hundreds fanned uncon- 
sciously. In*$pite of the weather, many came early to get. 
choice seats; and ®thers came early to renew old eer. 
quaintances. 


THE ANOINTING OF God rested mightily 
upon those who brought the messages from day to day. 
Some may say that one was good and that another was 
the best, but it seems one could truthfully say that all 
served their purpose. The secret rested in the fact that 
many had prayed that God would especially bless this 
meeting. Doubtlessly, the Evil One had his messengers 
there to expect the worse. It is likely, however, that they, 
too, went home knowing in their hearts that God’s ap- 
proval was upon the Church of God in its 45th Assembly. 

This article would not be complete without the men- 


tion of the wonderful music and singing. The congrega- - 


tion sang enthusiastically, and the special groups did 
very well. All seemed to sense the fact that we were wor- 
shiping God and not merely attempting to display talents. 
Two songs especially still ring in my ears—“Jesus Passed 
By” and “I Love Him.” 

In connection with the General Assembly this year, the 


% Ordained Council met each morning and afternoon. 
‘Many matters of importance came before the Council. 
» The Lord surely gave guidance and help. The moderation 


by the General Overseer was of the finest kind. God 


. gave him wisdom and help in the needed time. The able 


assistance offered by the other members of the Execu- 
tive Board helped to make the Assembly the success it 


"was. 


One of the real spiritual highlights of the services was 
the missions program on Sunday morning. The zeal and 
burden displayed by the missionaries were a joy to the 
many Christian hearts in the congregation. It could 
easily be seen why and how the Church has grown so 
rapidly in the mission field. Surely the delegates left the 


service feeling the importance of the mission endeavor. * 


(Continued on page 15) 
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pneral Qverseers Address 


Sa C Bie 


Delivered at the 45th General 
August 18, 1954 


INTRODUCTION: Two more years have passed. An- 
other Assembly has come. It seems as though it has been 
only a few days, but many things have happened and 
many changes have been made in these few days. Our 
ministers and laity have not been idle. They have worked 
hard and many have made great sacrifices. As a result, 
the Church has grown, the work has expanded, and the 
Church has reached out into new territories. There was 
a time when only a few states were represented at our 
General Assemblies, but not so any more. The Church 
has spread to every continent and into scores of nations 
and islands of the sea, reaching to many thousands who 
had never heard of the Church of God before. 

Since the last Assembly, many of our faithful ministers 
have died on the battlefield. For the first time in our 
history, an active member of our Council was called 
away. Others have had to slow up and accept retirement 
from active duty. A number of our most prominent lead- 
ers and officials of the Church have retired during the 
past two years, or will be retiring at this Assembly. 

A few have given up and gone back to the world, hav- 
ing loved the pleasures of sin or the god of this world 
or the praise of men rather than God and His Church. 


GROWTH 


Some of us have watched the Church for more than 
half a century. We have watched it grow from a small, 
tender plant to a mighty tree. While it was a small plant, 
many wondered if it would ever survive, but as the years 
passed, it became stronger. The winds that once appar- 
ently were going to uproot it did not affect it as before. 
While the tree pushed skyward, its roots went deeper. 
When we think of how God has led the Church over a 
half century, we are made to marvel. I am sure that 
most of us have studied the life of Christ and have been 
impressed with the efforts of Satan in his attempt to de- 
stroy Christ’s ministry. He never gave up from the time 
Christ’s birth was announced by the angels to the shep- 
herds in the Judean Hills to His ascension. There was 
not a moment that Satan was not busy manufacturing 
devices to destroy Christ’s purpose in saving a lost world. 
The life of the Church of God over the past fifty years 
has been similar to that of Christ. Satan has been work- 
ing hard trying to destroy the Church. He first brought 
about persecution from the outside. When that failed, he 
attempted to cause division and bring in false teachings. 
He has sought to seduce men in our own ranks to turn 
from the truth and follow his cunning devices. 
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Assembly, Memphis, Tennessee, 


From time to time he has succeeded in deceiving and 
leading astray some of our most noted men. There have 
been times when some of us seemed to become fearful 
and wondered what would become of the Church if cer- 
tain things happened. Momentarily we seemed to forget 
the words of our Lord when He said, “The gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.” I think many times Satan 
has laughed as he invented means to separate God’s peo- 
ple and destroy the Church. Years ago he tried to force 
the issue of the divorce question; then the Church ques- 
tion; then the subject of sanctification; and more re- 
cently the gifts of the Spirit and divine healing. But all 
his plans have fallen through, and the Church moves on. 


It has stood all the bombardments of Satan and his 
host for all of these years, and today it shines bigger 
and brighter and stronger than ever. What does this 
mean? Does it mean that we are to get a feeling of se- 
curity and sit down and become at ease in Zion? No, a 
thousand times no. It only shows that we are on God’s 
side, and that we should push forward with all of our 
might. Without a doubt we know that we are going in the 
right direction. Let us ask God for strength and go for- 
ward in faith, knowing that the battle is not ours but the 
Lord’s, and that victory is ours in His name. 


PROGRESS 


Since our last Assembly, every department of the 
Church has had a very substantial growth. Our Orphan- 
age in Sevierville, Tennessee, has grown from a few 
homeless children to a great institution caring for al- 
most 300, with another Orphanage in North Carolina car- 
ing for many homeless, motherless and fatherless chil- 
dren. 

Our educational system has grown from a very small 
beginning to a great school of learning known as Lee 
College, with other Bible schools in the United States 
and Canada, as well as many foreign countries. 

The Missions Department has grown by leaps and 
bounds until it requires hundreds of thousands of dollars 
each year to support its ever-expanding program. In one 
country alone more than ten thousand members were 
received into the fellowship of the Church of God during 
the past year. 

Many of you can remember when the Publishing House 
was a liability. Offerings had to be taken every year—and 
for a while almost every month—to keep the presses 
turning. But it is no longer a liability to the Church. 
It publishes hundreds of thousands of song books, Evan- 
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gels, Sunday School literature, religious literature of all 
kinds, paying its own way and helping to support other 
departments of the Church. 

The Youth and Sunday School Department, with their 
promotional programs, is making history for the Church. 
It has surprised some of our most outstanding leaders, 
and the end is not in sight. 

In the last few months, several of these departments 
have been expanded. Some new but much-needed de- 
partments have been added. A full-time superintendent 
of the editing department of the Sunday Schooi litera- 
ture has been employed. It will be his duty to supervise 
the editing of all Sunday School literature. The Sunday 
School has made rapid growth, but with its growth comes 
an ever-increasing demand for more and better litera- 
ture, such as graded series for all classes, helps for teach- 
ers, etc. We must either meet this demand or take a 
back seat in the field of Sunday School literature. The 
latter we cannot do. So it is the purpose of the Church 
to supply literature that will be second to none. 

The Publishing House has added a Credit and Sales 
Manager, which position has been needed for a long time. 
The General Offices employed a full-time auditor who 
knows the operation of the Church’s financial system 
and will be able to render valuable service both in the 
states and general offices. Already his services have been 
paying dividends. 

The Youth Department has secured the services of an 
assistant to the National Youth Director. The youth pro- 
gram is no longer a one-man job, but it has outgrown 
all expectations. The men selected to fill these positions 
are experts in their particular field and will render valu- 
able service. 

Also, a Savings, Building, and Loan Fund has been set 
up to assist in the building of churches. It will furnish 
a safe place for ministers and members to invest their 
money as well as start a savings account, and at the 
same time have their money working for the Church, 
and assist in the building of many churches which could 
never be erected without securing a loan from some 
source. More than $100,000 has already been deposited in 
this fund and loaned to these churches. 

Some people would have you believe that nothing has 
ever been accomplished except outside of organization. 
But show me any independent group or groups who are 
feeding and clothing the orphan children, supplying 
churches with Pentecostal literature, supporting missions 
in faraway lands, and training workers to render more 
valuable service for God! 


SPIRITUALITY 


While we are all elated over the great progress that 
the Church has made along these various departmental 
lines, there are some more matters in which we are lack- 
ing, the most important of which is spirituality in our 
churches and a burden for lost souls. If we are to survive, 
we must keep a Spirit-filled Church. Too many of our 
people are starving for spirituality. They want life, activ- 
ity, freedom of worship; they want to witness the mani- 
festation of the Holy Spirit in their midst; they want 
their pastor to preach under the anointing of the Holy 
Spirit. If all of our services are filled with the Spirit of 
God, we have little fear. Any church where you can hear 
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the cry of newborn souls, the shouts that come with 
sanctification, the speaking in other tongues as the Holy 
Ghost gives utterance, and the leaping and running of 
those who have been healed, you have nothing to fear. 
The members will stay and bring others with them. 

It is the dry, formal church that is dying for the lack 
of spirituality and activity with no testimony that has 
the trouble of keeping its members. 


TAKING IN NEW MEMBERS 


I would prefer being very optimistic. I would like to tell 
you that we have had a large increase in membership 
here in the United States. I would like to report that we 
have had hundreds of new churches and thousands of 
new members since last Assembly, but we must face facts. 
It is true that we have had an increase in membership, 
but it is also true that we have not had the increase 
that we should have had. Our records show that one half 
of our states took in less members in 1954 than they 
did in 1953. We received 1,429 less members this year 
than we did last year. Here in the United States alone, 
we had more than 93,000 people converted during the 
past twelve months, but we baptized only 11,394 and took 
a little more than 25,000 in the Church. That means 
that we are baptizing in water only about one out of 
every nine people who are saved, and take into the 
Church only about one out of every four who get con- 
verted. 

No church can survive very long without taking in 
members. Therefore, if we survive, we must have ad- 
ditions to the Church. Please don’t misunderstand me. I 
say that we must have members if we survive, but we 
do not want members at any cost. To keep backsliders 
in the Church in order to maintain our membership is 
only folly. In so doing we deceive no one but ourselves. 
However, keeping backslidden members in the Church 
does not excuse us for not taking in new converts. I 
wonder if we are not too often satisfied with having 
converts in our services and fail to put forth a proper 
effort to get them in the Church. What is a thousand 
converts worth if none of them unite with the Church? 
They leave; we never see them again; they drift back 
in the world and are gone. According to the Scripture, 
a man is better never to have known the way than to 
turn back after he has made a start. Therefore, the only 
people whom we can count on are those who follow the 
Lord on into sanctification, the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, water baptism, and the Church. 


On the day of Pentecost the Scriptures state, “There 
were added unto them about 3,000 souls. And the Lord 
added to the church daily such as should be saved.” He 
said nothing of the number that was converted that day. 

Not only is it necessary for us to get new members into 
our churches, but we must organize new churches— 
churches in new fields, new cities, new churches in our 
large cities. Our records show that where there is more 
than one church in town, they are stronger. One of our 
states with five churches in one city paid more into mis- 
sions than all of the more than one hundred churches 
in the state put together. 

In the last two years. we have organized only ninety- 
two new churches in the United States, while in the 


(Continued on page 12) 
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MY IMPRESSION OF THE 
ASSEMBLY 


DAVID LEMONS, Pastor, Ft. Myers, Florida 


could be written about the 45th General Assembly 

of the Church of God, which convened in Ellis 
Auditorium in Memphis, Tennessee, August 17-22, 1954. 
The organization was superb, the music was heavenly, 
the preaching was masterful and inspired, the business 
was progressive, but the one thing by which I was most 
impressed was neither of these things. It was something 
that could be registered only by a spiritual sensitiveness, 
for, in reality, the most impressive thing to witness of 
this great convocation was the divine moving of the Spir- 
it of God. 

Stand by with me and observe the movements of about 
eight thousand representatives, Spirit-filled redeemed 
ones. See them in their greetings of fellowship as they 
join in the worship with singing and praise, as with 
wholesome and hearty amens, they respond to the Word 
of God, and as with diligence they lend themselves to the 
affairs of business. But if this is all you have seen, you 
must look closer and hear the conversation of individuals. 
Yes, each one is a chosen vessel unto God. Each one has 
a part in the great program. 


If there is time to listen, you will hear testimonies 
from one and then another from morning until night of 
how God has given victory in their respective endeavors 
of church extension, evangelism, and mission effort. Not 
a testimony of all these will be given without an ac- 
knowledgement that the victory gained was by the 
mighty working of the Spirit of God. Then you might 
hear expressions of concern about appointments, and, 
without doubt, the human desires, likes and dislikes, will 
be expressed. Even as our Lord cried, “Let this cup pass,” 
just as certainly He in the same breath added, “Never- 
theless, not my will but thine be done.” That spirit: was 
in the Assembly, and after all the story, filled with human 
interest of likes and dislikes, preferences and prejudices, 
words similar to these could be added. “After all, I am 
not sure what is the best, but this I know—I want to be 
in God’s will, and I am praying that I may be guided by 
His Spirit.” 


YOU RECOGNIZE the Assembly as a group 
of individuals, and registering the occurrence of eager- 
ness and anxiety, fears and hopes and seeing the people 
as a mighty multitude, you will know that this is a spir- 


V/ OLUMES OF DESCRIPTION and worthy praise 
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itual movement. Observe with me again the great Assem- 
bly. Note the mediums of worship: songs, praises, prayers, 
musical instruments, and sermons of eloquence. All of 
these find their God-ordained place of glory in a spir- 
itual movement. Consider the government of the General 
Assembly. This is another of God’s ordained gifts for the 
edifying of the Church, a spiritual movement. Consider 
money as an item about which much was said in the As- 
sembly. Reports show that we are now a multimillion dol- 
lar institution. Some object that it has no such place of 
prominence in a spiritual movement. indeed, some feel 
that our Lord Himself spoke of financial things too often. 
This, however, is sure—it is ordained of God that conse- 
crations of material things be made for the promotion 
of this spiritual movement. Herein is named three things: 
worship, government, and money, all of which are to fa- 
cilitate the Church, a spiritual movement, and all of 
which, without the moving of the Spirit of God, would 
add up to a nonplus. 


Again, I state that as I look on the mighty throng 
the most impressive thing in the mighty movement is 
the spirit by which the Church is motivated. How much 
pomp and ritual would be needed to displace our simple - 
services that are honored by God’s spiritual moving? 
How much government would it take to affect the quality 
of the Church without a spiritual consciousness that this 
is God’s way? How much money would it take to get 
workers to go into the highways and byways, to unlikely 
places and places of disadvantage without the voice of 
the Spirit that whispers this is God’s will? Not all the 
pomp and ritual of the temple of Solomon nor all the 
government of the Democratic party nor all the money 
treasured in the hills of Kentucky could ever displace 
the movement of the Spirit of God in our midst. 

The awe of this spiritual recognition is something like 
the inspiration of a brisk spring morning with the ris- 
ing sun dispelling the shadows and setting the world to 
worship with the crackle of growing vegetation, the song 
of the bird, and the praise of the redeemed in the “hal- 
lowed be thy name” of the Lord’s Prayer. Spiritual wor- 
ship will ever have its place in the Church because of the 
risen Sun of righteousness. 


It is like the fearful consciousness of power that is my 


(Continued on page 10) 
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but ee Sonpressive Satie 
at a Assembly 


of the Church of God united their forces on Fri- 

day night, August 20, in Memphis, Tennessee, to 
present another inspiring General Assembly youth night 
program under the direction of Ray H. Hughes, National 
Sunday School and Youth Director. 


Presenting their program to an audience of almost 
9,000 persons, described by the Memphis newspaper as 
the largest attendance of the General Assembly, the 
youth opened their service with the regular Assembly 
youth march. Approximately 2,000 young people of the 
Church of God marched into the Ellis Auditorium from 
the north end of the building. Though a heavy rain fell 
about time for the march to form, which prevented the 
formation of the march outside the auditorium, the 
march was formed inside the corridors of the building 
and was carried on as scheduled. 


With approximately 7,000 persons seated on the side 
sections and in the balconies to view the march, the 
youth of the Church of God moved into the auditorium 
at exactly 7:00 p.m. under the American and Christian 
flags carried by Clark and David Culp. The march began 
as a brass ensemble, directed by Paul LaVerne Walker, 
filled the auditorium with the impressive strains of “On- 
ward, Christian Soldiers.” 

When the march had been completed, Vep Ellis, Music 
Editor of the Church of God, directed the entire congre- 
gation in singing “Onward, Christian Soldiers,” after 
which salutes to the American Flag, the Christian Flag, 
and the Bible were given by Paul Jones, William E. Hol- 
combe, and Homer J. Boatman respectively. 


Prayer was offered by Lewis J. Willis, Editor of The 
LIGHTED PATHWAY and member of the National Sun- 
day School and Youth Board. 

The theme of the youth night service was “The Ur- 
gency of Evangelism,” and to more strongly emphasize 
this theme throughout the youth service, each member of 
the youth march wore a small badge with the word 
“urgency” printed on it. The National Sunday School and 
Youth Director, a man whose life is dedicated to evange- 
lism, strongly urged each young person in the service to 
serve as an individual evangelist and to strive to win a 
soul to Christ. Hundreds of hands were raised in response 
to this plea. 

The musical part of the youth night program must be 
recognized as contributing greatly to the success of the 
service. Vep Ellis, Roosevelt Miller, and A. T. Humphries 
each lent his entire self and energy in directing the mu- 
sic for this service. In singing “Jesus Passed By,” ac- 
companied by the Lee College mixed chorus, Vep Ellis 


“— ILLED WITH ENTHUSIASM and zeal, the youth 
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blessed the hearts of the thousands present for this serv- 
ice. 

The musical rendition of “Heaven Bound” by the Lee 
College mixed chorus, ably directed by Roosevelt Miller 
was one of the outstanding musical features of the serv- 
ice. 

The climax of the musical part of the youth night 
service was reached when A. T. Humphries directed the 
large congregation in singing “I Love Him.” The singing 
of this chorus was accentuated by the accompaniment of 
three trumpets played in the high, third balcony of the 
Ellis Auditorium. Echoing down to the lower floor con- 
gregation, the trumpets gave to the singing what could 
well be called a heavenly sound. 

As far as the state Sunday School and youth directors 
are concerned, time for awarding the national banners 
never comes too early in the service. Throughout the 
past two years the state Sunday School and youth dir- 
ectors worked hard to promote the Sunday School and 
youth program, and youth night at the General Assem- 
bly is the time when those efforts are rewarded. All 
would liked to have been a winner, and each one was 
actually a winner in his own right. However, according 
to the contest rules the following were announced as na- 
tional banner winners, and to these winners and runners- 
up, we say a hearty congratulations: 


SUNDAY SCHOOL WINNERS 


Group AA 
South Carolina—James Shealey, Director 


Runner-up—North Carolina 


GROUP A 
West Virginia—Hollis Green, Director 
Runner-up—Ohio 


Group B 
Michigan—Lindsay Pratt, Director 
Runner-up—Pennsylvania 


Group C 
Maryland—Leon Ellis, Director 
Runner-up—Oklahoma 


Group D 
Arizona—Dean McAlister, Director 
Runner-up—New Mexico 


(Continued on page 10) 
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News of the -4 
Assen 


SEVIERVILLE ORPHANAGE GROUP GOES TO THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


“Were any of them car-sick on the way down?” “No, 
most of them were O.K. but rather tired. We left at five 
this morning, and Brother Smith brought us as fast as 
he could without breaking the law.” 

Sister Ayers, who had been working in the Orphanage 
booth every afternoon during the Assembly, was inquir- 
ing about the forty children who came down on the bus 
Thursday for the Orphanage program to be given on 
Friday morning. The boys went to the Y.M.C.A. where 
they were to stay, and the girls to a Ladies’ and Girls’ 
Club where their places were already reserved. 

Friday morning everyone was up early, getting ready 
for the “big day.” First they went to the Britling Res- 
taurant where they were requested to “sing for their 
breakfast,” not literally; they sang “Harvest Time” and 
paid, too. 

At ten o’clock, in the auditorium, Brother R. R. Walk- 
er, the Superintendent of the Sevierville Orphanage, 
started the program with several comments about the 
Home as it is today. He introduced Brother P. H. Mc- 
Carn, the Superintendent of the North Carolina Orphan- 
age, who gave a snlendid report from that institution. 
Our hearts were made to rejoice again and again as Ed- 
gar Allen Poe, Jr., directed the Orphanage Band in many 
of our own church songs; namely, “I Bowed On My 
Knees and Cried Holy,” “It Is No Secret What God Can 
Do,” “Cleanse Me, O God,” “I’ve Got A Mansion Just Over 
the Hilltop,” and a brass quintette arrangement of “Lead 
Me Gently Home, Father.” Mr. Poe wrote the band ar- 
rangements of these songs, and the music was smooth, 
sweet, and harmonious. Mrs. G. W. Ayers directed the 
rest of the program which was two songs, “I’m Feeling 
Mighty Fine,” and “How About Your Heart?” by her 
Senior Girl’s Chorus (twenty-eight voices). A pantomime, 
“The Old Rugged Cross,” by twenty-four girls, all dressed 
in white blouses and blue skirts. (Watch your Lighted 
Pathway for a copy of this pantomime.) A musical read- 
ing, using the Little Girls’ Trio (dressed in lavendar or- 
gandy) to sing “I Need No Mansion Here,” and the Large 
Girls’ Quintette singing, “In My Father’s House Are Many 
Mansions,” and St. John 14:2, 3. The band then played 
the final number, “Onward, Christian Soldiers.” 

In the afternoon, the full group of forty-five children 
and chaperons went to the Memphis Zoological Garden, 
across the Mississippi River into Arkansas, and then back 
to the grand youth program at the auditorium Friday 
night. 

Saturday morning the children were back at the Brit- 
ling Restaurant singing “I’m Feeling Mighty Fine” for 
those eating there. Then they started on the long trip 
home, tired but happy because they had fully enjoyed 
themselves at the General Assembly. 


Page 8 


+. 


MY IMPRESSION OF THE LADIES’ WILLING 
WORKERS’ BAND PROGRAM 


By RUBY SLAY 


The sweltering, sudorific heat of this particular August 
Saturday afternoon, seemed to be forgotten as Mrs. 
M. P. Cross, guest speaker for the L.W.W.B. service at the 
General Assembly, read these wonderful words from the 
twenty-sixth chapter of Isaiah, “Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he 
trusteth in thee.” (What a wonderful recipe for happi- 
ness and peace of mind today in a world that seems to 
be tearing apart because of a lack of these two essen- 
tials.) She emphasized the importance of keeping our 
minds stayed on Him—the One who knows our hearts, 
cares about our welfare, and prepares for us a home in 
glory. 

The musical program was under the able direction of 
Mrs. Houston Morehead. The service opened with the con- 
gregation singing the theme song, “We Will Work ’Till 
Jesus Comes,” after which Mrs. Avis Swiger led in prayer. 
A ladies’ quartet, consisting of Mrs. Ralph Williams, Mrs. 
Robert Johnson, Mrs. Bill Brown, and Mrs. James Slay, 
rendered two very appropriate numbers, “Give of Your 
Best to the Master,” and “His Hand in Mine.” They were 
accompanied by Mrs. Ruth Dunn at the organ, and Mrs. 
Houston Morehead at the piano. 

Mrs. Zeno C. Tharp, our General L.W.W.B. President, 
gave a report of the amount of money raised by the 
ladies of the Church of God for the past two years, 
which amounted to $1,322,068.30. She commended the 
ladies for their wonderful work and untiring efforts. Be- 
cause of this splendid cooperation, the load of many pas- 
tors and churches has been made lighter. 

Sister Tharp, Sister Morehead, and Sister Cross were 
each presented with a lovely corsage as a token of love 
and appreciation for making this L.W.W.B. service one 
long to be remembered in our hearts. 
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LEE COLLEGE NIGHT AT THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 


ROBERT HUMBERTSON, Registrar of Lee College 


blessed Lee College. Out of this school there has 

been coming for years a steadily increasing stream 
of young preachers, evangelists, pastors, missionaries, 
and Christian workers; they come out established in a 
holy purpose and zeal; they come out equiped with strong 
Christian characters, a fine sense of moral values, a well- 
established faith in the Word of God, and a certainty in 
what they believe; they come out equiped for leadership, 
and they lead out for God in their communities. 

It is amazing to hear students tell about the things 
that change their lives at Lee, the things that keep them 
straight, the influences that guide them and lead them 
to full surrender. 


Bs INCE ITS BEGINNING in 1918, God has greatly 


THE MOST powerful influence in Lee Col- 
lege is for good. Fervor and holy determination, un- 
flinching faith, unflagging zeal and toil make their mark 
on the entire student body. It is a blessed privilege to be 
under such a rich spiritual influence. 


Saturday night, August 21, was a great night for the 
persons who assembled in the Municipal Auditorium in 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

On a huge sign which hung above the platform were 
the words: “Lee College, God’s School for God’s Business; 
fundamental in belief, Pentecostal in emphasis, world- 
wide in perspective.” 

All of the former students of Lee wore a colorful 3% 
by 3% inch badge which showed that they had attended 
Lee College. 

From the outset, the service was marked by a spirit of 
worship, thanksgiving, and holy zeal. 
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The program opened with congregational singing un- 
der the direction of Roosevelt Miller, professor of music 
at Lee College. 


The Sharp sisters, of Covington, Louisiana, sang “Our 
Best.” Miss Dorcas Sharp is a teacher at Lee; Miss Ma- 
rie Sharp is a student; Miss Joyce Sharp, a graduate of 
Lee College, is a teacher in the Public Schools of Bradley 
County in Tennessee. 

Arnold Godwin, an alumnus of Lee, blessed the hearts 
of all present with his song “Remember Me.” He was as- 
sisted by a quartet composed of Lee College alumni. 

A Lee College choir, directed by Roosevelt Miller, sang 
“Make Me a Blessing” and “All the Heroes Will Be There.” 


SINCE Lee College is the Church of God’s 
largest school, the majority of the program was presented 
by and devoted to Lee; however, our other Church schools 
were on the program, and their leaders made excellent 
reports of the progress of their institutions. 


Brother James Stephens, President of the International 
Bible College in Estevan, Saskatchewan, Canada, reported 
the progress of that school. 

A report on the work of the Northwest Bible and Music 
Academy in Minot, North Dakota, was given by the Presi- 
dent, Brother Luther E. Painter. 

Brother H. B. Ramsey, President of the West Coast 
Bible School in Fresno, California, reported the progress 
of that Church of God school. 


MRS. AVIS SWIGER, who has taught at Lee 
for twenty years, ably and enthusiastically discussed the 
new correspondence courses available from Lee. Six new 
courses have been added: Old Testament Narrative, Life 
of St. Paul, Mission Methods, Christian Ethics, Personal 
Evangelism, and Prophets. More courses will be added in 
the near future so that a student will be able to take up 
to a year’s work by correspondence and have it count 
toward a regular diploma from Lee. 


Miss Esther Grobler, a student at Lee from South Afri- 
ca, inspired the congregation with a beautiful solo. 


The sermon for the service was delivered by Brother 
R. Leonard Carroll, Lee College President. He spoke 
ably and earnestly, declaring that Christ is ready to sup- 
ply all of our needs. He urged the audience to a fuller 
consecration and challenged them to attain to new ex- 
periences in Christ. At the close of the service, there 
was a period of rededication, and a wonderful spirit 
swept over the congregation. 


Yes, it was a great night! God blessed in a mighty 
way, and there was rejoicing that progress is being made 
in the educational program of the Church and that God 
is pouring out His Spirit in a marvelous way in all of 
our Chureh of God schools. 
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YOUTH CONDUCTS IMPRESSIVE SERVICE 
AT GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


(Continued from page 7) 


Group E 
Washington—Raymond Harris, Director 
Runner-up—South Dakota 


Group F 
Oregon—Raymond Harris, Director 
Runner-up—District of Columbia 


Group G 
Central Canada—Garland Walker, Director 
Runner-up—Connecticut 


Note: The winner of the F group, Oregon, is now in 
the E group, but spent sixteen months out of the twenty- 
four months in the F group. 


Y.P.E. WINNERS 


Group AA 
South Carolina—James Shealey, Director 
Runner-up—North Carolina 


Group A 
West Virginia—Hollis Green, Director 
Runner-up—Ohio 


Group B 
California—Tom Rosson, Director 
Runner-up—Illinois 


Group C 
Louisiana—Wayne Taylor, Director 
Runners-up—Maryland and Oklahoma 


Group D 
Arizona—Dean McAlister, Director 
Runner-up—Kansas 


Group E 
Washington—Raymond Harris, Director 
Runner-up—Delaware 


Group F 
District of Columbia—Leon Ellis, Director 
Runners-up—Oregon and Colorado 


Group G 
Central Canada—Garland Walker, Director 
Runner-up—Connecticut 


The state Sunday School and youth director of Ala- 
bama, Joseph L. Milligan, spoke to the 9,000-person con- 
gregation on the subject of “Branded Devotees,” using 
Galatians 6:17 as his text. 

Speaking in an enthusiastic manner, Brother Milligan 
reminded the youth that they would be a marked group 
as far as the world is concerned. He further related 
that it is not only necessary, but mandatory that they 
lay aside all forms of worldliness in order to please God. 
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Cognizant of the fact the youth of today are faced with 
temptations on every hand, Brother Milligan emphasized 
the need for an abundance of the love of God in the heart 
of each young person. 

Impressed with the plea to consecrate, and conscious 
of the need for more of God’s grace in their hearts, the 
youth in the center section of the large Ellis Auditorium 
knelt in prayer. Those viewing this scene from the side 
sections and balconies must have become more aware 
than ever before that the youth of the Church of God 
are earnest and sincere in their devotion to God and His 
Church. 

The Assembly youth night service can be ranked as 
one of the great services of the General Assembly. Typi- 
cal of youth itself, the service was characterized by tal- 
ent, enthusiasm, evangelistic fervor, and appeal. 

May youth night at the General Assembly not be the 
only time youth is on the march, but may the youth in 
our Church be on the march for God and His Church 
three hundred and sixty-five days in the year.—O. W. 
Polen, Assistant Director, Sunday School and Youth De- 
partment. 





MY IMPRESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY 
(Continued from page 6) 


evidenced as one views for the first time Niagara Falls. 
After words are beggared in efforts to describe beauty, 
action, and power, one is seized with this thought—be- 
hind all this is God, supremely excelling all these, His 
handiworks, and it is His government that ordered the 
course of the Niagara. Likewise, in all the efforts made 
on the part of councilors at the Assembly, we bow in hu- 
mility and acknowledge that it is God who, by His Spirit, 
has led the Church until this hour, and He will ever lead 
His dear children along. 


Ir Is LIKE the thrill of witnessing for the 
first time the turning of the tide. In the fishing village 
at extreme low tide, one may wonder if things will ever 
be on the move again, for boats are seen lying on the 
muddy shore with the water far beyond with not a 
chance to go fishing. After awhile, the tide turns, the 
boats are again afloat, and the fishermen can again go 
fishing. We acknowledge that in the world the tide of 
spirituality is low and the outlook for hope at times is 
almost nil, but by a mighty spiritual move among us, 
consecrated Christians are giving of their means that 
the message of salvation may be declared, and the tide 
is turning for the glory of God. Preachers and mission- 
aries have and will ever tell in triumph the thrilling 
stories of the turning of the tide in their various fields 
of labor at home and abroad until Christ comes again. 

This spiritual move in the Assembly was the spark of 
our worship, the theme of our song, the zeal of our de- 
liberation, the pertinent point of the General Overseer’s 
message. It was the luring appeal of the educational 
department. It was the emphasis of the youth leaders. It 
was the climax of the sermon, and in the final service 
of the Assembly, the mission service, it was the permeat- 
ing presence. 

Zechariah 4:6, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord of hosts” is the forward cry of the 
militant church as we man our battle stations around 
the world until the Captain of our salvation, the Head of 
the Church, says it is enough. 
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Acceptance Speeches of the General Officials 
Selected at the 45th General Assembly 


Zeno C. Tharp 
General Overseer 


There is no greater honor which can be bestowed upon 
a human being in this life than to hold the highest posi- 
tion in the Church of God. It is above any political office 
in this world and above any position in any religious 
organization. I hope that my services during the next 
two years can be a blessing to you, the people in the 
Church of God. I ask your prayers and cooperation. May 
God bless the Church that it will go forward in a greater 
way than every before. 


Houston R. Morehead 
Assistant General Overseer 


Mr. Chairman, I accept this opportunity to thank this 
Assembly for the honor which they have bestowed upon 
me, and the confidence expressed by electing me to serve 
as Assistant General Overseer for the ensuing two years. 
I realize the important responsibility and obligation this 
position conveys, also, the opportunity which it affords 
either for good or bad. I, therefore, pledge my all to God 
and to the Church to work for the highest good and for 
the increase of the Church in the saving of the souls of 
men. I ask for your prayers that God will give me light 
and understanding so that I may best serve the Church 
and Jesus Christ, her Head. Furthermore, it has been a 
personal pleasure to serve with all my colleagues on the 
Executive Committee these past two years, men that I 
respect and love. I submit myself to the will of God and 
to the Church, trusting that God will go before us, and 
that Jesus Christ will lead us in all we do. Thank you 
very much. 


James A. Cross 
Assistant General Overseer 


As I accept this responsibility, I need your prayers 
that God will direct my life for His glory. I promise you 
and God that I shall give the best of my services for God 
and His Church. Pray for me. 


H. D. Williams 
General Secretary-Treasurer 


I want to thank you for electing me to this position. I 
shall work hard to serve you to the best of my ability. I 
want to ask you to pray for me, and especially pray that 
I may be the humble and faithful servant that the 
Church is expecting me to be. May God bless you. 


Charles W. Conn 
Editor-in-Chief 


I should like to express my deep-felt gratitude to this 
General Assembly for your vote of confidence. Two years 
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ago I stood on the platform at the General Assembly 
and pledged to you to do my best as director of your 
publications. I have tried my best, through prayer and 
effort, to hold those promises true. I appreciate those 
who have worked with me in our Editorial Department— 
Brother Lewis Willis, Brother Perdue Stanley, and var- 
ious other editors—Brother Cecil Bridges, Business Mana- 
ger, and those who assisted him, as well as the Executive 
Committee and other department heads. Working with 
these men has been a great pleasure and has made my 
responsibilities lighter and more pleasant. Above all, I 
solicit your prayers that the Lord will bless, that our 
publications will take their rightful place in the field of 
Christian journalism, and that He will help us to magni- 
fy Christ. Also, pray that He will help us to represent 
the Church of God as it should be represented and that 
the Lord will help us to edify the body of Christ. Thank 
you again for your vote of confidence. I shall not betray 
or forget it. 


Ray H. Hughes 
National Sunday School and Youth Director 


Thank you for your confidence which I feel is worth 
more than gold or silver. There is nothing so important 
as the confidence of those with whom you work. The last 
two years have been most enjoyable. I pledged to you at 
the last Assembly that I would pray, fast, and dedicate 
myself to the work to which I had been appointed, and 
I have done my best. This time I will do no less. To work 
with progressive-minded people and with those who have 
a vision is one of the greatest things in all the world. 
The Sunday School and Youth Board—Brother Lewis 
Willis, Brother Earl P. Paulk, Jr., Brother O. W. Polen, 
and Brother Newby Thompson—have worked hand in 
hand with me in this program. They have been very co- 
operative, and their advice and cooperation has helped 
to make our program what it has been. I would not for- 
get the splendid cooperation that you, the ministers and 
members, have given. I realize that unless you preachers 
and laymen get a vision of what we are trying to do, we 
cannot promote the program, but through your interest 
and cooperation it can grow for God. God has granted 
us some great blessings this Assembly period. I have one 
request for the ensuing period, that you will help us to 
infuse and inject a spirit of evangelism into our program 
that will sweep throughout the Church. We have some 
50,000 persons attending our Sunday School and youth 
services who do not belong to the Church of God. If you 
are looking for those who need to be converted, look to 
our Sunday School and youth services and capitalize 
upon them for evangelism. I sincerely desire that God 
will open our eyes and grant us a new vision of those 
who are not affiliated with our Church and have not 
found Christ as their Saviour. If this spirit can be in- 
jected, we can have the greatest year in the history of 
the Church. I desire your prayers for God’s guidance and 
leadership. 
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GENERAL OVERSEER’S ADDRESS 
(Continued from page 5) 


past twelve months we have promoted more than 300 
ministers and licensed more than 300 new ones. What 
does that mean? It means if we don’t get busy and get 
some new churches organized, that some of these new 
ministers are going to be stepping into some of our pres- 
ent churches, and some of our present ministers are go- 
ing to be looking for a place to preach. 

I heard of a church only a few days ago that had been 
struggling along trying to erect a building, but was un- 
able to raise any money. The church voted a young man 
in for pastor, who had never been pastor before, but it 
was only a few weeks before he raised more than $1,500 
in one service on the new building. I am not criticizing. 
I am only trying to be realistic and give the facts as they 
are. We must awake ourselves and push forward for God. 


EXCLUDING MEMBERS 


Much has been said about excluding members from 
the Church. It seems as though there are some who do 
not want to exclude members for any cause. Others want 
to exclude them for minor things. I am sure that we all 
know that keeping backsliders in the Church to maintain 
our number won’t solve the problem. Backslidden mem- 
bers who have gone back in sin must be turned out. They 
are only dead weight—stumbling blocks to others. But I 
fear too often we have not taken proper steps to get them 
back to God. I believe that in the heart of every backslid- 
den man or woman, boy or girl there is a desire to be 
back. Many of them would give the world if they could 
be back in good standing with the Church, ofttimes stat- 
ing that the church has barred them out, and that the 
preacher preaches at them. Sometimes I am afraid that 
we almost make it impossible for them to get back. Re- 
member God never demanded anything impossible of us 
to get salvation. Neither should we require the impossible 
of our fellow man. If a thing will not send a soul to hell, 
then why exclude a person from our fellowship? Many 
times it is not the backslidden member who has been 
excluded, but members who have been good, loyal, and 
faithful members for many, many years and have only 
disagreed with the pastor or some other members of the 
church. Sometimes it is large groups. Sometimes it is be- 
cause they wanted a change in pastors. Recently a re- 
quest was made that eighty members be turned out of 
one church. It was claimed that they had voted against 
previous pastors. If every pastor could retain every mem- 
ber for only a few years, we would double our member- 
ship. In one of our “AA” states, we have turned out more 
than 10,000 members in the last seven years. In other 
words, we have turned more members out of the Church 
in that state in seven years then the total membership 
in that state at the present time. I am afraid it is far 
more serious than many of us realize. Again let me re- 
peat, we cannot keep backslidden members in the 
Church. But if we can get them reclaimed, we have 
saved a member for the Church and a soul from hell. 


PASSION FOR SOULS 


There has been a time, I think, in most every minis- 
ter’s life that he could not rest unless he was seeing 
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souls saved. We would spend hours working with a back- 
slider or praying for a lost person, trying to get him to 
God. We stayed not only until midnight, but also some- 
times early hours of the morning, helping people get 
through to sanctification and the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, and sometimes would take them in the Church 
that very night. But something has happened along the 
way. Our reports are not filled out as they used to be. 
Yes, we have visited a few homes and preached a few 
sermons, but when it comes to the number saved or 
sanctified or baptized with the Holy Ghost or baptized 
in water or added to the Church, so often that line is 
blank or has a zero. I fear that we have become at ease 
in Zion and have let up in our prayer life. We have a 
routine or form that we go through. We visit some sick 
people, some hospitals, the tithes and offerings are hold- 
ing up well, and we seem to be fairly well satisfied. Yet, 
we are failing in the most important thing of all. 


REVIVAL 


We spend too much of our time in talking about pro- 
motions, swapping churches, staying in the same bracket, 
and our own personal interests, until we have little time 
to think of lost souls in a starving church, much less 
starting a new one. We are pushing and prospering in 
practically every department of the Church, except along 
evangelistic lines. We spend hours in our council meetings 
discussing various problems of the Church, but so little 
time do we take up in evangelism. We have an unending 
number of recommendations pertaining to administra- 
tion and rules governing the Church, but. none for evan- 
gelism. We ask for a limit to be put on the officials, a new 
method of selecting state overseers, setting forth their 
qualifications, how old they should be and how long they 
can serve as a state overseer, but nothing for evange- 
lism. We have recommendations to change the tithing 
system, change our salaries, change the selection of pas- 
tors and put a limit on their ministry in any one church, 
but not a thing for evangelism. While we are discussing 
the numerous recommendations that come in and are 
worrying over them for hours at a time, a number of our 
states are losing in churches and membership. Some of 
our states have lost hundreds of members this last year. 
Some have had a decrease in membership for the last 
several years. Yet, we are not sponsoring an all-out evan- 
gelistic program. We have built new churches all over the 
country. We have built scores of Sunday School rooms 
and educational plants. We have organized our local 
churches and Sunday School work. But we have seriously 
neglected in many places the most important thing of 
all, and that is the salvation of our own Sunday School 
boys and girls, as well as the surrounding community. I 
honestly believe if we would forget our financial prob- 
lems, our budgets, our brackets, our promotions, and even 
our building programs, and humble ourselves before Him 
and go all out for a revival in every last one of our 
churches, that God would pour out His Spirit upon us 
until there would not be room to receive it. I am in favor 
of nice church buildings, but there is a large per cent of 
us here today who got saved in the shavings or sawdust 
or in the pine straw or on the leaves or a rough board 
floor. The Spirit of God is not confined within the walls 
of nice church buildings, but if we will meet Him, He 
will meet us there. We feel that if we have a nice decent 
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building for people to come to, it will draw the crowds. 
We will find out it is never the building that draws the 
crowds, but it is the Spirit of God that is manifest in the 
building. That has been proved time and time again. 


If we don’t consecrate ourselves before God, humble 
ourselves before Him, and get down to business in seek- 
ing God for an outpouring of His Holy Spirit, I would 
not be surprised but what God will send something in 
our midst that will stir us up. It may be war; it may be 
persecution; or it may be numerous other things. But I 
believe with all of my heart that God is waiting to give 
us a mighty outpouring of His Spirit before it is too late. 


The only way we will ever get a revival spirit in the 
Church is to first get it in our own hearts. We will have 
to let it become a part of us. We will have to promote 
it. We will have to talk it. We need to talk it to one an- 
other. We need to talk about it to our churches. We need 
to sponsor it in our ministers’ meetings. We need to pray 
about it in our prayer conferences. O God, revive us! We 
must hear the shout of newborn souls. We must witness 
the joy that comes with sanctification. We must hear the 
speaking in tongues of those who are baptized with the 
Holy Ghost. Then, and only then, will the Lord add daily 
to the Church such as should be saved. Nobody is ever 
Satisfied any longer, laity nor preachers, with a dry, 
formal, modernistic or legalistic service. They want the 
Spirit in the singing, preaching, testifying, and praying. 
They want life, and if they can’t find it in the Church 
of God and hear of it some other place, they will go 
there to look for it. In so doing, they often wake up to 
find that they have been deceived. The claims that they 
have heard are false and untrue, but ofttimes they find 
it out too late. Few people will ever leave a church that 
is on fire for God. We must have revivals. I am sure 
that it is not more money, more legislature, more admin- 
istration, or new methods that we need. It is old-time, 
Pentecostal power. That and that only will save the 
Church in these last days. The Church cannot survive 
the tension, confusion, and unrest that is going on in 
the world and churches today unless we have an un- 
selfish, wide-awakening evangelistic ministry. 


IMPROVEMENTS 


There are several important subjects to come before 
the General Council and Assembly for consideration. I 
will not take time to name them here, but I do want to 
stress the need of some measure to save more people and 
keep us from losing so many over minor questions. 


UNITY 


Divine Healing and Gifts of the Spirit 

We have all known for a long time that division is one 
of Satan’s greatest tools to destroy the Church, but little 
did we think that he would choose the subject of divine 
healing and the gifts of the Spirit to divide God’s people. 
What a tragedy for people or churches to argue over who 
has a gift. Paul says that where there is division there is 
carnality, and how true we have found this to be. In 1 
Corinthians 12:31 it says, “But covet earnestly the best 
gifts.” In 1 Corinthians 14:1 it says, “Desire spiritual 
gifts.” 1 Corinthians 14:13, “Let him that speaketh in an 
unknown tongue pray that he may interpret.” But in the 
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thirteenth chapter and the second verse it reads, “And 
though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all 
mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all 
faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not 
charity, I am nothing.” So after all, the important thing 
is love and unity. It is better to have love and not have 
the gifts than to fuss over them. It is said that no two 
raindrops are alike, but they make up the mighty ocean; 
that no two grains of sand are alike, but they make up 
the seashore. So it takes all of us standing together to 
make up the Church of God. Therefore, the Scriptures 
admonish us to love one another. Be ye kind one to an- 
other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another. We need 
the gifts of the Spirit and must have them. Nothing short 
of them will do, but not at the cost of love. 

Our history shows that divine healing and the gifts of 
the Spirit are one of the fundamental doctrines of the 
Church of God. Wherever the Church has been preached, 
divine healing has been preached, too. Take for instance, 
the teachings of F. J. Lee, T. L. McLain, and other out- 
standing leaders of our early Church, and you will find 
that they were just as strong for divine healing as any 
of us today. Often they fought with demons and op- 
posing spirits as they wrestled with God in prayer for 
the sick. I read from F. J. Lee’s life sketches, “Grasp 
Him by faith and this healing that was wrought over 
nineteen hundred years ago will flow down through the 
channel of faith into your body, then ye may rejoice 
over your healing.” And again in his book on “Demonolo- 
gy,” “There is abundant evidence today to show that 
hundreds of fever patients have been healed of fever 
when the fever spirit was cast out.” Divine healing is a 
part of our ministry, and we need more of it in our 
midst. But these great men of God never opposed the 
Church of God and criticized others while they were 
preaching divine healing. Neither did they boast them- 
selves to be something, nor advertise themselves in the 
newspapers and circulars as divine healers and workers 
of miracles. They were not accused of making false 
claims and reporting scores of healings that never took 
place. 

I can think of nothing that could be lower than some 
of the deception that has been practiced recently by a 
few claiming it to be a miracle of God. 

A few years ago I read of a minister who pulled the 
snake’s fangs and then handled it, claiming it to be a 
demonstration of God’s almighty power. But little did I 
think that any minister or member who had ever been 
affiliated with the Church of God would try to deceive 
the public in claiming teeth fillings, new teeth, and blind 
eyes opened to be miracles of God when it was all their 
own invention and deception. At least one of their own 
confessions in their own words will appear in the Evan- 
gel soon. Not many have been fooled, but a few have been 
influenced by their hypocrisy. 

I do know that we have been warned by the Scriptures 
that “of their ownselves shall men arise speaking per- 
verse things to draw away disciples after them.” But 
somehow it has been hard for us to believe that they will 
come in the manner in which they do. 

We must not let these things hinder us, or cause us to 
compromise, but may they be steppingstones that will 
bring us closer to God and closer to one another. We 
must contend for the faith once delivered to the saints. 
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A South African 
Expresses Himsell 


By A. R. W. NIPPER 


York will appreciate the following remarks. A 
country lad, along with his mother, had just 
landed in Southampton, and was on the boat train to 
London. They passed row after row of closely built hous- 
es. On reaching London, the scene never changed. It was 
building after building. Every street seemed to be filled 
with cars, taxis, buses, trucks, and thousands of people 
milling around. Even the sky seemed to be filled with 
noisy aeroplanes. With a sigh, the lad turned to his moth- 
er and said, “Mummy, it’s so full; let’s go home again.” 
Well, in a sense that was my impression of the United 
States—“It’s so full, but I don’t want to go home again.” 
Ever since I landed in the States, I have been shown 
nothing but love and kindness. I had hardly been in 
Cleveland, Tennessee, anytime before Brother Tharp had 
introduced me to the Council and had given me an op- 
portunity to say hello. From then on, I was treated like a 
long lost brother. The staff at Headquarters has been 
more than helpful and courteous. Brethren came to me, 
introduced themselves, and did all they could to make 
me feel at home by inviting me out to supper and by 
showing me the various places of interest. Frankly, I 
have been almost overcome with the love and kindness 
that have been showered upon me. Whatever may be said 
about the Church of God, there is one outstanding thing 
a visitor cannot help seeing and that is the love and 
unity amongst the brethren. This observation surely glad- 
dened my heart. It reminded me of Psalm 133. 


I CONFESS that prior to coming to the 
States, I had no idea how big the Church of God organi- 
zation really is. I venture to say that there are many of 
our South African brethren, if not a large percentage of 
them, who are in the same position that I was prior to 
coming here. It is only when one gets here that one gets 
the “eye opener.” I think that the idea of our ministers 
coming over here is great, for it will do more to bring 
about a closer fellowship and understanding than all the 
literature put together! 

I was thrilled when the amalgamation took place, but 
since I have been there, I am overjoyed and am proud to 
be a Church of God preacher. I, for one, shall go back 
to South Africa with a deeper appreciation and under- 
standing of our precious American brethren. 


‘THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY at Memphis was 
the biggest meeting I have ever attended. I was deeply 


A NYONE who has ever visited London or New 
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impressed with the many things that I witnessed. When 
I saw that great host of preachers and workers, it made 
me realize that the Church of God is not the two by 
four organization that some people have tried to make 
me believe it to be. It is the biggest thing I know! The 
next thing that left an indelible impression was the sim- 
plicity and fervency of Brother Morehead’s opening 
prayer. It poured forth like a mighty torrent, pregnant 
with power and blessing. It made one realize that he was 
in the presence of His Majesty, the King of kings, and 
that for the extension of His kingdom we were about to 
transact business. 


I was struck with the efficient way in which business 
was carried out. Everybody seemed acquainted with the 
parliamentary rules, thus saving time. When there was a 
doubt, Brother Tharp, who seemed to be a walking en- 
cyclopedia on parliamentary rules, would straighten it 
out just as quick as you could say, “Jack Robinson.” It 
did my heart good to be present. 

At the meeting I was made aware of the deep sense of 
humility the brethren possessed. To give just two exam- 
ples: When an older man was voted out, he just handed 
over the reins to the younger without any apparent hard 
feelings. Again, I was thrilled to see that just as quickly 
as a man would “fly off the handle,” just as quickly he 
apologized when he saw that he was wrong. These things 
and many others that I cannot give here have made a 
deep and a lasting impression upon me. They have given 
me an insight into the spiritual depths possessed by our 
precious American brethren. 


ALL THAT I have seen and witnessed re- 
mind me of a conversation which I had with a brother 
in South Africa. He knew that I had never been to the 
States before, and this is what he said, “Brother Nipper, 
you will find the Americans do a lot of talking and 
shouting, but don’t let that fool you, Son, because I’m 
telling you the Americans are the enemies of pride!” I 
now agree. 

The spiritual meetings held in the main. auditorium 
were a grand sight indeed. To see thousands with raised 
hands singing “Love Lifted Me” was indeed a thrilling 
experience. It makes one wonder just what heaven is go- 
ing to be like. Before I was converted, Bing Crosby was 
my champion. Now I’ve found a new one, “Vep” Ellis. 
Music is one of my weaknesses, and when “Vep” sang 
songs, such as “Jesus Passed By,” I found myself being 
carried away into the presence of Jesus. I heard myself 
praising God in other tongues. 

Under the anointed ministry of the preachers, I was 
greatly blessed. At times my heart would melt and hot 
tears would soak my handkerchief. On other occasions I 
would find myself being lifted into heavenly places with 
the joys of salvation reaching the bursting point. Thank 
God for Pentecost! Thank God for Pentecostal preachers 
and preaching! 

Looking back over the 45th General Assembly, I can 
honestly say, “The Lord has done all things well.” Sum- 
ming up in a few words what it has done for me per- 
sonally, I shall use the words of the immortal hymn: 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small, 
Love so amazing, so divine, 

Shall have my soul, my life, my all. 


The Church of God Evangel 


























General Assembly Foreign Missions Service 


& FTER HAVING ATTENDED the missionary serv- 
A ice on the last day of the General Assembly, I 


have brought away with me an inspiration for 
missions such as I have never before experienced. God’s 
presence was real, and it was evident that He was mov- 
ing upon the hearts of those who were present in a very 
special way. Although the attendance was not so large 
perhaps as compared with some of the other services of 
the Assembly, it was easy to see that those who stayed 
for this particular service were greatly blessed. 

The service went off with clockwork precision with 
nothing to detract from the central “Go Ye” theme. The 
singing was inspirational, and as the various territorial 
superintendents gave their reports and introduced the 
personnel from their respective fields, one was made to 
realize that the Church of God had made great strides 
in foreign missions work during the past few years. It is 
wonderful to think of how the gospel is being preached 
by our faithful missionaries to souls who are yet in utter 
darkness. God grant that the gospel message will go out 
in these last days and that we who support the program 
may realize as never before the value of our dollars 
which we willingly give for missions. If we cannot go, 
surely we can give of our temporal means to support 
those who are willing to make the utmost sacrifice. 


AS BROTHER Paul H. Walker, Executive 
Missions Secretary, gave a statistical report of our mis- 
sionary endeavors throughout the world, our hearts were 
gladdened anew at the realization of what had been ac- 
complished by the faithful members of the Church of 
God, under the leadership of their pastors and state 
overseers. They have contributed over a million dollars 
to the cause of missions in the two years since the previ- 
ous Assembly. 

Looking upon the members of the Foreign Missions 
Board who were introduced by the Executive Secretary, 
we felt as if the disbursement of our missions money 
was in capable hands. They seemed like men who had a 
burden for the lost and who were eager to do their best 
for the salvation of those in other lands who are not so 
fortunate as we are. 

There was something which gripped our hearts as Sis- 
ter Carol Bell du Plooy, who is planning to go shortly 
to South Africa as a missionary, sang with us. Then, too, 


as Sister Brigitte Myers, of Germany, sang in German 
and English, we were reminded of the many in Germany 
who would also go up to meet the Lord as the result of 
missionary work. Sister Esther Grobler, of South Africa, 
stirred the hearts of the people as she led them in a 
modified version of that ageless old missionary song 
“Send the Light.” 


BROTHER WADE HORTON, Foreign Field 
Representative, thrilled our hearts as he elaborated on 
the subject of the fields being white unto harvest but the 
laborers being few. He told of what he had seen while on 
his world tour and of how the gospel had changed the 
lives of people who once were steeped in sin and degrada- 
tion. He emphasized the fact that if we ever expect to 
really be successful on the mission field, we need to start 
at home, from the highest ranking official down to the 
lowliest member. 

The message was wonderful as Brother Horton poured 
out his very soul before us under the anointing of the 
Holy Spirit. The climax came when Brother Horton and 
the Executive Secretary took the mission offering follow- 
ing the message. They told of how our Brother and Sis- 
ter Edward Kustel had their visa and how they wished 
to leave immediately for the Gilbert Islands but that we 
did not have the money to send them. They also men- 
tioned a fine couple who wished to go to India, and they 
mentioned our Brother and Sister Dalraith Walker, who 
are so eager to get to Indonesia after having finally re- 
ceived their visa, which was so difficult to obtain; yet, 
there is not enough money to send them. An offering 
from the readers of this report will be gladly received in 
order that we might be enabled to send the gospel to 
Indonesia. 

The Assembly mission offering amounted to over $2,000. 
God bless all those who gave so liberally for this worthy 
cause. 

Of all the missionary services held at the General As- 
semblies during the past ten years that I have been priv- 
ileged to attend, I feel that this one was the very best in 
every way. I am sure that everyone who attended it went 
back to his home knowing more about Church of God 
foreign missions work and with a greater zeal to do 
more for missions than ever before—George R. Cook, 
Secretary to the Executive Missions Secretary. 





REPORT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
(Continued from page 2) 


The services were well attended, and a great deal of 
interest was shown. It was very noticeable that the halls 
were not so crowded with those visiting as in previous 
years. This seems to prove the crowd was primarily in- 
terested in the services. Very few left the services before 
dismissal. This is one of the best mearis of judging the 
success of a meeting. 


‘THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, with few excep- 
tions, was very kind to the Assembly and its delegates. 
Welcome was officially offered by city officials. The wel- 
come was felt in the stores, eating establishments, hotels, 
and motels. Memphis is a lovely city and is well equiped 


September 11, 1954 


to care for a convention. With the auditorium air- 
conditioned, Memphis will be fine for the Assembly. 

What is the future of the Church of God? Youth night 
pointed to an even brighter day for the Church. Thou- 
sands of young men and women marched in the parade 
of youth. One could readily feel the growth the Church 
has made and is making. No gathering could have pro- 
duced finer youth; no group could have shown greater 
enthusiasm than was displayed by these young people. 

Yes, the Assembly was a great success. The mechanics 
were well organized. Above all, the Spirit of God was in 
evidence. For a future of uncertainty, the Church of 
God youth are better preparing to face the issues. By 
God’s help and by surrendered youth, the days to come 
are insured. Also, we may look for more successful As- 
semblies in years to come. 
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